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A r t is t  Creates  Scu lpt u res 
You Ca n Get  Into

P atrick Dougherty is a stick artist. 
With a background in carpentry and 
a love of nature, this sculptor weaves 

saplings into enormously impressive hives 
and structures. Looking at his work is like 
experiencing the wonder of a bird’s nest — the 
delicacy of the design is contrasted by the 
obvious tenacity of its construction.

The artist came to Olympia’s Hands On 
Children’s Museum in August with his design, 
a team of volunteers and a large pile of sticks. 
It took him about two weeks to build the 
sculpture, Muskrat Ramble. The piece is now 
an exhibit in the museum’s Outdoor Discovery 
Center and kids young and old can experience 
it by climbing inside. 

Though such sculptures usually last about 
two years before nature takes them down, 
the Hands On Children’s Museum is hoping 
Muskrat Ramble will last about three due to an 
impressive drainage field. 

By Jill Sanford  \\  PhotoS By Ethan Chung
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Dougherty has created 
more than 230 monumental 
sculptures since the 1980s. 
His work has been created 
all over the U.S. as well as 
internationally. Sculpture 
enthusiasts in the area might 
recall his installation in  
2002 at the Tacoma Museum 
of Glass. 

This is not the first time 
Dougherty has created a 
piece specifically with chil-
dren in mind. “Thinking of 
children’s use of a work does 
inf luence my design,” the 
artist said. “I put emphasis 
on doors and windows and 
hidey-holes that are scaled to 
provide a sense of intimacy 
for children. Kids are art con-
noisseurs in their own right 
and they enjoy visual excite-
ment as well.”  

The stick sculpture brings 

out a sense of inquisitive-
ness and joy in discovery 
for a viewer of any age. 
The arches and turrets he 
included in Muskrat Ramble 
encourage a childlike sense 
of wonder. You can’t just 
view the pieces; you have to 
participate in order to really 
appreciate them. Duck under 
one of the openings and look 
up — you’ll see a canopy of 
spiraling branches. 

The artist’s own child-
hood in the tangled and 

When You Go  The Hands On Children’s Museum is open 10am-5pm Tuesday through Saturday from and 11am-5pm Sunday and Monday. 
For children above the age of 2 and adults, admission is $9.95. Seniors pay $7.95 and toddlers 12-23 months pay $6.95. hocm.org

overgrown woodlands of 
North Carolina is what led 
him to this art form. He 
describes the “intersecting 
natural lines” of these forests 
that inspired his work. “I 
have come to believe that 
one’s childhood shapes a 
sculptor’s choice of his or  
her materials.”

Muskrat Ramble was 
also inf luenced by another 
tenet of childhood: cursive 
writing. The basic footprint 

of the piece started with a 
drawing of loops and swirls. 
From there, Dougherty 
just let “those curvy lines 
suggest where the sculpture 
should go.” By tangling hor-
izontal and diagonal sticks 
through more vertical ones, 
he creates these simple, 
yet gracefully intricate 
structures. 

To view more of his work, 
take a look at his website, 
stickwork.net.
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