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Steve Lawler’s sketchbook is a simple spiral notebook, something he thinks 
he picked up at Goodwill. It’s full of notes, dimensions, angles and degrees. It’s 
fit ting that this unassuming notebook is the place where stunning designs of his 
future furniture creations are made.

Lawler, the mastermind, founder and creator behind rePly Furniture, can see 
the overlooked potential in an object easily discarded by someone else. He builds 
tables, chairs, picture frames, cabinets and more out of repurposed scraps of 
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discarded plywood. The end result is 
functional, beautiful, sturdy one-of-a-kind 
pieces with unique textures and colors. 

“When someone throws something 
out that I think has some sort of intrinsic 
value I can't help but want to keep it and 
find its use,” says Lawler. His designs 
are innovative and skillfully made, and 
they also hold true to his commitment  
to sustainability. 

When Lawler was young, he learned 
woodworking from his grandfather. On 
the verge of shifting his career path, he 
fell back into the craft when he moved 
to Tacoma in 2007. After finding an 
apprenticeship at a local cabinet shop, 
his environmental conscience made  
him cringe when he saw the amount of  
scraps the business would throw out on  
a daily basis. 

Lawler began collecting the scraps 
and experimenting. It started out as a 
creative outlet, but he didn’t take long 
to realize the possibilities of this new 

hobby. He makes his pieces in the 
garage in the back of his home. Many of 
them are on display at Tacoma Design 
Collective in Proctor, and much of his 
work is purchased directly from him. 
“It’s tricky, but it really opens up a 
unique potential that hasn’t been done 
before,” he explains. He uses mostly 
scrap plywood, although he does have 
a preference for certain distinctions 
between scraps.

Each design has a patterning —
evidence of multiple pieces instead of a 
seamless piece of wood. When he sands 
off the top layer, different hues and tints 
emerge. These colors come from the 
type of glue used to attach the layers, or 
veneers, together. Lawler is picky about 
the color and pattern of his plywood and 
prefers pieces with pink or orange tints. 

In Lawler’s hands, what started as 
discarded pieces bound for the trash 
become useful furniture that blurs the 
line between craftsmanship and fine art. 

“There has to be a utility to a piece  
of furniture, but you can also make  
it completely unique and creative,”  
Lawler explains. 

His innovation and creativity is 
coupled with a commitment to long- 
lasting quality. “The furniture I make is 
designed and built to last and hopefully 
will be passed down and not simply 
discarded,” he states. “I feel very 
strongly that we all need to do something 
that will make a difference for our 
planet’s health and future. Upcycling 
the scrap plywood like I do is my way of 
being a part of the solution.”

 

Learn more about Lawler’s work at 
rePly Furniture, replyfurniture.com

Learn more about the Tacoma Design 
Collective and other local artists at 
TacomaDesignCollective.com.
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