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Tacoma artist inspired by people
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T im Peirson often finds 
himself looking for 
people with interest-

ing faces. A prominent nose, 
large eyes, skin as wrinkly 
as crepe paper — these are 
things that spark his imagina-
tion and fuel his art. 

Peirson first got 
acquainted with blush, lip-
stick, mascara and more in 
the 1980s. He was an actor 
in San Diego and he and his 
fellow cast members applied 
their own stage makeup out 
of necessity. He found he had 
a knack for it — he liked the 
creativity. He soon received a 
certification as a professional-
level special makeup effects 
and character artist under the 
direction of Oscar-winning 
makeup artist Dick Smith.  
“I like the transformative 
nature of it, the power to  
make something or someone 
look like what they’re not,”  
Peirson says. 

When he moved to the 
Tacoma area to raise his chil-
dren with his wife, who was 
originally from the Northwest, 
his work took on another layer 
— sculpting. “I fell in love 
with sculpting after making 
the move up here — I view 
myself more as a sculptor 
these days.” One look at the 
extreme detail of the work 
in his studio, aptly dubbed 
Cast of Thousands Studio, off 
Tacoma’s 6th Avenue and it’s 
clear why. 

His portraiture is expres-
sive and emotive — several 
busts of elderly individuals 
are so lifelike it wouldn’t be 
surprising for them to open 

their mouths and speak. 
Others are out-of-this-world 
creatures that seem like they 
just stepped out of one of 
Peter Jackson’s “Lord of the 
Rings” films. Then there are 
the sculptures of beautiful 
young women that are clearly 
inf luenced by Peirson’s skill 
with “beauty makeup.” When 
he’s not sculpting, he still 
uses his skill with makeup to 
glam up local models before 
shoots and runway shows. 
It’s clear that his experience 
working with real people 
allows for a certain attention 
to detail in his sculptures that 
make them come alive. 

Despite the fantastical 
nature of some of his work — 
which also includes painting 
and sculpting real human 
faces and figures to look 
like something they are not 
— Peirson sights the classic 

Americana painter Norman 
Rockwell as one of his most 
inf luential artists. “I want to 
do in sculpture what Rockwell 
did in painting,” he said. 

His work definitely has the 
same expressive energy, and 
he admits, “I am constantly 
on the lookout for interesting-
looking people.” Peirson 
pushes and molds craft 

clay called Super Sculpey 
to create the fine lines and 
wrinkles, then uses alcohol-
activated makeup products to 
give evidence of liver spots, 
subtle transitions of skin 
color, and much more to make 
his portraits come alive. He 
explains, “I love the detail 
work, especially on the  
older faces.”

Peirson’s day job is at 
Stadium High School, where 
he puts his wide array of 
talents to work in audio-visual 
coordinating, the copy  
center, tech theater and 
student services. 

Right now, most of his work 
can be viewed by appoint-
ment at his home studio, 
although he is on the lookout 
for places to show his work.

“As an artist, I always pour 
so much of myself into a piece 
that it’s hard to let it go when 
I’m done,” he admits. “Each 
creation has so much character 
and personality to it.” His busts 
start at about $500 to $1,000 
each. And people seek him 
out for them. Recently, an actor 
who played one of the dwarves 
in “The Hobbit” commissioned 
Peirson to create a bust of the 
character he played. 

For Peirson, his art is an 
extension of himself — a 
mixed bag of surprises, fun, 
and a touch quirky. “Art is in 
my veins,” he said.

“ I like the transformative nature  
of it , the power to make something or 

someone look like what they’re not.”  
Learn more at castofthousandsstudio.com
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