
BELLWETHER 2014
B E L L E V U E ’ S  P U B L I C  S C U L P T U R E S

Begin your tour at the Bellevue City Hall Campus. Inside the 
main building are the first 19 sculptures of the exhibit, so be 
sure to start this part of the tour sometime between Monday 
through Friday, 8am to 5pm. 

The more delicate pieces in the exhibit are shown indoors 
on both the first and second f loors. If you enter through the 
parking garage, the first piece you will see is “6885 Miles,” 
created by Dimitra Skandali. Made entirely from seaweed, her 
installation is ethereal and fragile, yet it sets the tone for the 
balance between nature and structure that you will continue to 
see throughout your walk. 

Other pieces on the lower f loor use found materials, such 
as Barbara De Pirro’s sculpture, “Flora Foresta,” made out of 

plastic bags, as well as natural elements like the wood used in 
Michael Johnson’s meticulously crafted “Peel,” made out of 
reclaimed plywood and polyester resin. When you reach the 
top f loor, note Maria Perry’s use of ceramic, cotton, wool and 
wire to construct “Pathways of Desire,” an installation that 
represents a forest fungus while exploring the relationship 
between conscious and subconscious thought. 

The 18th and 19th sculptures are some of the most compel-
ling on the tour. Made by Junichiro Iwase, “Moonwalker 5” and 
“Moonwalker 6” are pale mannequins clothed entirely in frag-
ments of eggshells. The sculptures are clearly a pair, emphasiz-
ing humanity’s need to connect to the world around us, while 
the eggshells represent the delicacy of external relationships.

B E L L E V U E  C I T Y  H A L L  C A M P U S

Look around you. Bellevue is a beautiful city. 
Take a walk through downtown at any point in the year 

and you will pass a sculpture on nearly every street corner. 
Bellevue’s public art is a celebration of the city itself — most 
of the pieces ref lect on a unique melding of concepts that is 
quintessentially Bellevue. Sleek metal sculptures, for example, 
ref lect the importance of the technology culture in this area, 
while organic shapes and natural textures echo the beauty of 
the surrounding landscape. 

Every two years the City of Bellevue takes its commitment 
to emblematic and thought-producing public art one step 
further with Bellwether, a free sculpture tour that brings yet 
another layer of beauty to our streets. 

Now in its 12th year, Bellwether 2014 is presented by the 
Bellevue Arts Commission and features 33 artworks that 

are brought together under a simple yet powerful theme: 
“Connect.” The exhibit was curated by Stefano Catalini, 
director of art, craft and design at the Bellevue Arts Museum, 
and John Grade, a local artist whose large-scale sculptures 
have been shown internationally. 

“The arts are a powerful tool for building community; 
they’re a natural means of building understanding and respect 
person to person and culture to culture, and they create 
a positive, shared experience, “ says Mart Pat Byrne, the 
exhibition manager. Many of the featured artists are local, but 
this year’s show also has brought together talented sculptors 
from outside of the Northwest. 

Most of the sculptures will be on display until Oct. 12 and 
are seen best from foot as you walk from City Hall to Bellevue 
Downtown Park. 

“Tower of Power” by Alan Fulle
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“Heart Bench” by Kate Clark
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Head outside into the plaza and notice how the sculptures 
you approach are more solid and in some cases more concrete 
and aggressive than the last. Although they are created  
with different materials, both the 20th and 21st sculptures 
are bold, bright and red. The steel and glass construction  
of “Launch II” by Miguel Edwards complements an  
industrial yet organic side of the city of Bellevue, while  
the wood sculpture, “Tower of Power,” was built on site by  
Bellevue’s Alan Fulle, who uses the large abstract structure  
to symbolize his commitment to this city. 

B E L L E V U E  C I T Y  H A L L  P L A Z A B E L L E V U E  D O W N T O W N  P A R K

O N  T H E  A R T  WA L K

Make your way to the Bellevue Downtown Park, where the 
sheer variety and creativity of the last seven sculptures will 
astound you as the theme “Connect” is expressed in so many  
different ways. At first glance, the metallic shine of 
“Unconcealed Column,” welded in aluminum by Bill Vielehr, 
seems to evoke a sense of industry and manufactured 
materials. Look closer, however, and you’ll notice that the blue 
of the sky, the city lights and even your own face might be 
ref lected in its surface. 

The 29th sculpture is a familiar structure of a park bench 
that is warped to facilitate a purposeful relationship of the 
mind and body. “Heart Bench” by Kate Clark is one of the 
pieces on the tour that encourages you to interact with the 
art — rest for a moment by leaning across the bench with your 
heart to the sky. 

You’ll probably notice the final art piece as you approach 
it from across the park. “Blood and Water” is a large white 
sculpture constructed of steel rod and mesh perched before the 
large fountains of the park. Artist Mary Coss encourages us to 
contemplate the sense of peace that natural surroundings can 
evoke in even the busiest and most industrial space. 

The word bellwether indicates a harbinger or prediction of 
things to come, and “Bellwether 2014: Connect” heralds a great 
time of Bellevue’s cultural and artistic impact on the Eastside 
and surrounding areas’ cultural future.

As you leave City Hall, walk toward the Transit Center to find 
the pedestrian corridor on the other side of 108th Avenue. 
N.E. This path follows what eventually will be a permanent 
art walk from City Hall to the waterfront. You won’t miss 
Elizabeth Gahan’s bold addition “Urban Flora” to the large 
tree by the Madison Marquette Galleria. A Bellevue local 
who took his children on the tour commented, “We liked this 
tree one because it was clear it’s not part of the tree; it’s this 
alien thing, but it fits right in to [it].” The brightly colored 
corrugated plastic and vinyl brings your attention to the 
cohesion of this industrial yet natural city space.

“Launch II” by 
Miguel Edwards

“Blood and Water”  
by Mary Coss

“Urban Flora”  
by Elizabeth Gahan

Unconcealed Column 
by Bill Vielehr

T H I N G S  T O  K N O W

During regular working hours, the City 
of Bellevue hosts free tours to Bellevue 
residents in groups of 8-15. If interested, 
email Carol Ross of Neighborhood 
Outreach, cross@bellevuewa.gov and put 
the word “Tour” in the subject line. If you 
feel like walking solo through the streets, 
you can also pick up maps and information 
about the art at the front desk without 
arranging a tour. 

Download the free App STQRY. It will 
help you locate each artwork, see pictures 
and information on each one, share with 
friends, comment on the Arts Program’s 
Facebook page and more. Scanning the QR 
code on the sign at each artwork will take 
you to more info on the artwork.

Follow the Bellevue Arts 
Program on Facebook: facebook.com/
bellevueartsprogram

We’re curious- what was your favorite 
piece on the tour?! Tag 425 and Bellevue 
Arts Program on Facebook and let us know! 

Or visit Bellwether online at  
bellevuewa.gov/bellwether2014.htm
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